THE NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE EDUCATION OF THE POOR IN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH THROUGHOUT ENGLAND AND WALES
General Secretaries

TT Walmsley, Secretary, 1811 - 1827   
Little is known of Rev TT Walmsley beyond the facts that after serving as the first Secretary to the National Society from 1811–27, he went on to be Rector of St Martin, Ludgate in London; Rector Hanwell and London St Michael Querne and St Vedast. He died about 1835.

Joseph Cotton Wigram, 1827 - 39

Born 1798; ordained priest 1823; curate Leytonstone, Essex; District clergyman in St James, Westminster 1827–39 where he built 5 new schools. He was Secretary of the National Society 1827-39. He left to become Rector of East Tisted, Hampshire, 1839-50; Rector of St Mary's Southampton 1850-60; Archdeacon of Winchester 1847-60;  Bishop of Rochester, 1860-67.  He died in 1867.

John Sinclair 1839 - 1843
Born 1797; ordained priest 1820; served as curate in Sutterby, Hackney, and Edinburgh; He was Secretary of the National Society 1839–43 and then took over as Treasurer from Joshua Watson in 1843, continuing until 1870. He was Vicar of Kensington 1843-1875; Archdeacon Middlesex 1844-75. He died in 1875.
William James Kennedy, 1844 - 1848

Born 1814; ordained priest 1840; curate St Martin's in the Fields 1842-43. He was Secretary of the National Society, 1844-48, leaving to become an HMI which post he held 1848-78. Vicar of Barnwood, Gloucestershire 1878-91. He died in 1891.

John Gylby Lonsdale 1849 - 1866

Born 1818; Trinity College Cambridge BA 1841, MA 1845; ordained deacon 1845, priest 1846; curate St Mary’s Lichfield and Chaplain to the Bishop of Lichfield. He was Secretary of the National Society 1849-66.  Reader at the Temple Church London 1851-66; Prebendary of Alrewas and Weeford, and Canon Residentiary of Lichfield Cathedral from 1855; Vicar of St Mary Lichfield 1866-78; Examining Chaplain to Bishop of Lichfield, 1868-91; Secretary of the Lichfield Diocesan conference from 1879. He died in 1907.

Alexander Wilson 1866 - 1871

Obtained an MA degree at Kings College, Aberdeen in 1849; ordained deacon 1846, priest 1848; Master of Norwood Poor Law Training School in 1842. He served the National Society for many years as Head master of the Westminster Central School 1842-48; Clerical superintendent of the Westminster Training Institution 1848-57; Secretary of the Depository [shop and mail order business] 1858–66. He was Secretary of the National Society 1866-71. He left to become Vicar of Tottenham from 1870 to about 1898; Prebendary of Reculverland in St Paul’s Cathedral from 1878; He died in about 1898 or 1899.
Edward Moore 1871 - 1874

Born about 1805; ordained priest 1838; Rector of Frittenden, Kent 1848-69; Honorary Canon of Canterbury Cathedral from 1867. He was Secretary of the National Society 1871–84. He left to become Vicar of Davington Western, 1884-86. He died in 1888 or 1889.
James Duncan 1874 - 1891

Born about 1836; ordained priest 1883; curate of Alverstoke 1861-67 and Christ Church, Albany Street 1867-70. He was an Organising Secretary of the National Society 1871-74 and Secretary 1874–91. He left to become a Canon of Canterbury Cathedral 1891-95. He died in 1895.

John Studholme Brownrigg 1891 - 1906

Born 1847; ordained priest 1865; Vicar of Broad Town, Wiltshire 1865-8; Rector Moulsoe, Buckinghamshire 1869-83. He became an Organising Secretary of the National Society 1883-91 and Secretary 1891–1906. He was also Domestic Chaplain to the Duke of St Albans from 1885, chaplain to the Bishop of Bangor 1889-1904, Canon of Bangor Cathedral 1899-1930. He left to become Dean and Rector of Bocking 1906-30 and Rector of Braintree 1907-21. He was also Chaplain to the Order St John of Jerusalem 1919-1930 and Provincial Deputy Grand Master of Freemasons of Berks and Bucks from 1880. He died in 1930.
Talbot Baines 1906 - 1918     

Born 1852; he was a journalist on the Leeds Mercury (owned by his father) 1875-97 and the London Evening Standard 1897-1905. He became Secretary of the National Society 1906 – 1918. On retirement, he continued as editor of the School Guardian and then worked in the Political Intelligence Department at Foreign Office 1918 – 20. He died in 1927.

Richard Holland 1918 - 1936 
Born May 1859; by the age of 11 he was acting as a monitor in his local National School in Sussex. Teacher training at St John's College Battersea; headteacher of a National School in South London 1880. He served the National Society from 1883 to 1936 – for 53 years. He started as the corresponding clerk; after 4 years he was senior clerk, in 1895 chief clerk; promoted to Assistant Secretary in 1903, with a major responsibility for the Church's Training Colleges. He became Secretary in 1918; in 1923, Holland asked for a five year extension to his appointment from May 1924 when he would be 65. From 1929, Holland's appointment kept being extended by another year, in part so that he could see through the changes arising from the merger with the Church of England Sunday School Institution and the new Charter. In 1933, a presentation was made by the Archbishop of Canterbury to Holland to mark his fifty years of service to the National Society. In the New Year Honours he was made a Commander of the Order of the Bath. His last meeting was in October 1936 when his retirement at the age of 77 was marked. He died in 1942 at Heathfield in Sussex.

Eric Robert James Hussey 1937 - 1943      
Born 1885. He served in Sudan as tutor, District Commissioner and Chief Inspector, to the Education Department 1908-20; undertook educational Missions to Somaliland and Uganda, 1920-25; Director of Education, Uganda, 1925; Educational Mission to Kenya, 1928; Director of Education, Nigeria, 1929–36; Appointed Commander of the Order of St Michael and St George 1933. He became Assistant Secretary of the National Society 1935-37 and General Secretary 1937 – 39. He then went to be Educational Adviser to Emperor of Ethiopia, 1942–44. He was a Member of the Governing Body of the School of Oriental and African Studies from 1939; of Advisory Committee on Education in the Colonies, 1940; and undertook an Educational Mission to Eritrea in 1952. He died in 1958.

Edgar Francis Hall 1943 - 1947

Born 1888; ordained priest 1915; teacher and chaplain at Exeter School; Vicar of Leusden (Exeter); Diocesan Director of Religious Education for Diocese of Exeter, 1934-43. He became Assistant Secretary of the National Society 1942-43 and Secretary, 1943-47 – on secondment from Exeter Diocese. He became Archdeacon of Totnes until his retirement in 1962. He was Chairman of the Church of England Council for Education, 1949 – 58. He died in 1987.

Hubert Arthur Stanley Pink 1947 - 1951
Born 1905; ordained 1929; Teacher and chaplain, Ipswich School; served as a curate in 2 parishes ;  Rector of Little Ilford 1938-46; Diocesan Director of Religious Education for Chelmsford Diocese 1945-47. He became Secretary of the National Society 1947–51. He left to become Rector St John at Hackney 1951-65; Archdeacon of Hampstead 1964-74 and Rector St Andrew Undershaft and St Mary Axe 1965-74. He was Treasurer of the National Society 1966–73. He retired in 1974 and died in 1976.

Robert Wright Stopford 1952 – 1955
Born 1901; Teacher; Ordained 1933; Assistant Chaplain at Oundle School; Principal Trinity College, Kandy, Sri Lanka 1935-40 and Achimota College, Ghana 1940-45; Rector Chipping Barnet 1947-48; Moderator of Council of Church Training Colleges 1947-52. He was Secretary of the National Society 1952-55. On leaving he became Bishop of Fulham 1955-56; Bishop Peterborough 1956-61; Bishop of London 1961 until his retirement in 1973 when he became Vicar General in Jerusalem 1974-76; Bishop of Bermuda, 1976. He died in 1976.
Roland Ralph Bailey 1955 - 1957
Born about 1907; Ordained 1933; Curate and Assistant Director of Religious Education for Manchester Diocese 1929-1931; Diocesan Director of Religious Education for Manchester Diocese 1931-32; Curate, Ealing 1932-34; All Souls, Langham Place 1934-38 and Assistant Chaplain Savoy Hotel 1937-38; Chief Diocesan Inspector and Education Adviser for St Edmundsbury Diocese 1938 and Rector Westerfield 1939-40; Diocesan Director of Religious Education for St Edmundsbury 1940-41 and Salisbury 1941-55; Honorary Canon Salisbury Cathedral 1947. He was Secretary of the National Society 1955-1957, dying in office in 1957.
Graham Douglas Leonard 1958 - 1962
Born 1921; ordained 1948; served as curate in 3 parishes 1947-52; Vicar, Ardleigh St Mary the Virgin, Essex; Diocesan Director of Religious Education for Diocese of St Albans 1955-58; Honorary Canon 1955 and Residentiary Canon 1957, of St Albans Cathedral. He was Secretary of the National Society and Church of England Board of Education 1958-62 On leaving he became Archdeacon of Hampstead and Rector of St Andrew Undershaft with St Mary Axe, 1962-64; Bishop of Willesden 1964-73; Bishop of Truro, 1973-81; Bishop of London 1981-91; Privy Councillor 1981; Chairman of Board of Education and the National Society 1982-89. He retired in 1991 and was ordained into the Roman Catholic Church in 1995 being made Monsignor 2001. He died in 2010.

Eric Wild 1962 - 1967
Born 1914; ordained 1938; served as curate in 2 parishes 1937-1942; chaplain RNVR 1942-46; Vicar Wigan St George 1946-52; Vicar of Hindley 1952-59; Diocesan Director of Religious Education for Peterborough Diocese 1959-62; Honorary Canon Peterborough Cathedral from 1961. He was Secretary National Society 1962-67. He left to become Archdeacon of Berkshire and Rector of Milton 1967-72; Suffragan Bishop Reading 1972. He retired in April 1982. 
Robert Tinsley Holtby 1967 - 1977
Born 1922; ordained 1947; served as a curate 1946-48; Army chaplain 1948-52; Chaplain of Malvern College 1952-54 and St Edward's School, Oxford 1954-59; Diocesan Director of Religious Education for Carlisle Diocese and Canon Residentiary 1959-67. He was Secretary of the National Society and Board of Education 1967-77; Secretary Schools Committee, Church of England Board of Education 1967-74 and General Secretary 1974-77. He left to become Dean of Chichester 1977-89 retiring in 1989. He died in 2003.

Robert Murray Waddington 1977 - 1984
Born 1927; ordained 1954; served as a curate before becoming Chaplain of Slade School, Queensland 1955-59; served as a curate 1959-60; Headmaster, St Barnabas School, Queensland 1961-70; Diocesan Director of Education for Carlisle Diocese and Canon Residentiary 1972-77. He was Secretary to the National Society and the Board of Education 1977-84. He became Dean of Manchester 1984-93 until his retirement. He died in 2007.

Colin Alves 1984 - 1990
Born 1930; Teacher 1952-59; Lecturer, King Alfred's College, Winchester 1959-68; Member of the Durham Commission 1967-70; Head of Religious Studies, Brighton College of Education 1968-74; Director St Gabriel's RE Development Centre 1974-77; Board of Education Colleges Officer and Deputy General Secretary of the National Society 1977-84. He was Secretary of the National Society and Board of Education, 1984-90; awarded the OBE in 1990 on his retirement.
Geoffrey Stuart Duncan 1990 - 1998
Born 1938; Royal Army Education Corps 1960-64; School and college teaching; Adviser and Assistant Education Officer, East Sussex 1972-82; National Society Schools Officer 1982-90. He was Secretary of the National Society and the Board of Education 1990-98; awarded the OBE in 1998 on his retirement. 
John Robert Hall 1998 - 2006
Born 1949; Teacher; ordained 1976; served as a curate 1975-78; Priest in charge of Wimbledon All Saints 1978-84; Vicar of Streatham St Peter 1984-92; Diocesan Director of Education for Blackburn Diocese and Honorary Canon of Blackburn Cathedral 1992-98. He was Chief Education Officer for Church of England Board of Education and Secretary of the National Society 1998-2006. He left to become Dean of Westminster in 2006.
Janina Helen Margaret Ainsworth 2007 -
Born 1950; Taught school and college 1974-82; Children's Work Adviser, Manchester Diocese 1986-91; RE and Schools Adviser, Manchester Diocese 1991-98; Diocesan Director of Education for Manchester Diocese 1998-2007; ordained 2006. She became Chief Education Officer for the Church of England Education Division and Secretary of the National Society in 2007.
