Worcester Diocesan Board of Education

Service of Celebration
To mark the 

Two Hundredth Anniversary

of the founding of the National Society

in

Worcester Cathedral

Sunday 13 February 2011

6.30 pm

Jessons Church of England Primary School Jubilate Choir 

will sing as people assemble in the Cathedral 

Please stand for the Entrance Procession and opening hymn:

Lord, for the Years 
Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.

Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt You,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us-
self on the cross, and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith
Words © 1969 by Hope Publishing Co.

Welcome - The Revd Canon Stuart Currie, 

                     Chairman of the Board of Education

Reflection and Collect           
Especially written by Jonathan Rendall - Schools’ Improvement Adviser

With accompanying music composed by Robin Sharples

Father in heaven, whose Son, Jesus, loved and honoured children;

we thank you for the founders of our National Society

who followed his example in the provision of love and education.

Help us to build on their example and that of St Wulstan of Worcester 

as we make Your love known in our schools, our Diocese and nation.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord and example; 

Who reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen

Song:   Let the Children Come to Me    Especially written by Moira Gutteridge
      As the song is sung, a wall of shoe boxes prepared by children from 

     Church of England schools in the Diocese will be built and a copy of     

    “Pathways to Prayer” presented to each  school.

 

Brick by brick, Stone by stone



We’ll plant a school for everyone



Brick by brick, Stone by stone



We’ll plant a school for everyone


School is a place where we can meet our friends


School is a place where we know we’re safe


Time to talk together, time to pray,


Time to learn together every day.


With God at our centre, the foundation for our lives


No matter if you’re poor, no matter where you live


Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’


Jesus said, Jesus, said, Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’ 



Brick by brick, Stone by stone ……..

In school we can learn what’s right and what is wrong,


In school we can build God’s kingdom here on earth


For the wise and the clever, the good and the great,


The rich and the famous, even heads of state,


Celebrities and film stars, no matter where you start,


You must enter the kingdom with a childlike heart.


Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’


Jesus said, Jesus, said, Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’



Brick by brick, Stone by stone  ………...


School is a place where we can meet our friends


School is a place where we know we’re safe


Time to talk together, time to pray,


Time to learn together every day.


With God at our centre, the foundation for our lives


No matter if you’re poor, no matter where you live


Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’


Jesus said, Jesus, said, Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’



  Brick by brick, Stone by stone



  We’ll plant a school for everyone


  
  Brick by brick, Stone by stone


 
  We’ll plant a school for everyone  (verse repeat - Jessons pupils only)


(Solo verse—Jessons pupils only)
Jesus said, Jesus, said,






Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’






Jesus said, Jesus, said, 






Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.’ 

Reflection:  Going to a church school:



Pupils from Church of England Schools in the Diocese 

  Jessons Church of England Primary School Jubilate Choir Sing:


Awakening



In our hearts, Lord, in this nation Awakening


Holy Spirit, we desire Awakening


For You and You alone


Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing


For the world You love


Your will be done, let Your will be done in me.




In Your presence, in Your power Awakening


For this moment, for this hour Awakening


For You and You alone


Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing


For the world You love


Your will be done, let Your will be done in me.



For You and You alone


Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing


For the world You love


Your will be done, let Your will be done in me.




Like the rising sun that shines


From the darkness comes a light


I hear Your voice and this is my Awakening.




Like the rising sun that shines


Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing


From the darkness comes a light


Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing.


Reading:
Matthew 5. v 1-11 


Read by pupils from Dyson Perrins Church of England High School

 Prayers:
The Revd Jan Ainsworth,



Chief Education Officer,  The National Society

Solo:

The Prayer



Sung by Penny Ashmore



from Bishop Perowne Church of England College

The Sermon:  The Revd David Morphy, Director of Education
 Dance performed by pupils from Bishop Perowne Church of England College

‘To hold you in the hollow of my hand’

May the road rise to meet you 

May the wind be always at your back 

The sun shine warm upon your face 

The rains fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the hollow of his hand.





Music: ‘The Colours of Christmas’ by Patrick Hawes  





Words:  Traditional  Irish Blessing

Please sit for the Commissioning:


The Bishop will commission the work of the schools, those 

who work in our church schools and the Diocese in their educational support:    

The Rt Revd Dr John Inge, Bishop of Worcester

 The Bishop says:
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the Bible teaches us that the

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.  As we gather together to mark the two hundredth anniversary of the founding of the National Society, let us commit ourselves anew to the service of each other and to Almighty God:

The Bishop addresses the representatives of the Church Schools in the 

Diocese of Worcester:
Bishop:
Will you endeavour to serve faithfully and well, and work 



willingly, with all those whose interests are entrusted to your 



care?

Response:
With God’s help, we will.

Bishop:
Will you co-operate with your colleagues in the Board of 




Education and National Society to prosper the vision and 



vocation which you share?

Response:
With God’s help, we will.

Bishop:
Will you seek to secure and sustain effective partnership 



with those in Church and Society who share your area of 



concern and responsibility?

Response:
With God’s help, we will.

The Director of Education then addresses the Bishop:
Director of Education:


Will you do all in your power to promote all 
associations with



the Church schools of this diocese, and support with your care



and  counsel members of staff, Councils, and  Committees as



 fellow-workers for Christ?
Bishop:
With God’s help, I will.
Director of Education:


Will you work with us to enable all who teach and all who learn



to fulfil their potential as  children of God and stewards of God’s 

creation?

Bishop:
With God’s help, I will.

The Bishop then addresses all those who have renewed their commitment:

May God, who has given us the will to undertake all these things endow us by the Holy Spirit with wisdom to know what is right and the courage to do it.  May we be ever aware of God’s presence, open to God’s Word, and obedient to God’s will through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Almighty God, you are the source of truth and your Spirit leads us into the truth: may all who teach and all who learn in our churches, schools, colleges, and universities be set free from everything that might hinder their search for the truth; and finding truth, may they learn to use it for the good of mankind and for your greater glory.

Response.  Amen.
Bishop:
Spirit of truth and love, make us apt to teach, but yet more apt to learn; that we may not only desire to share with others what you have revealed to us, but with humble and thankful hearts 
may always be ready to receive what they have to impart to us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Response:
Amen.

     



The Bishop introduces The Peace

Bishop: 
God has made us one in Christ.  He has set his seal upon us 

and, as a pledge of what is to come, has given the spirit to 

dwell in our hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

Response:
and also with you.

Bishop:
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.    

 Hymn:
Shine, Jesus Shine

 
Lord, the light of  Your love is shining
in the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth You now bring us -
shine on me, shine on me.


Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with the Father's glory;

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow,

flood the nations with grace and mercy;

send forth Your word

Lord, and let there be light!

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
from the shadows into Your radiance;
by Your blood I may enter your brightness:
search me, try me, consume all my darkness -
shine on me, shine on me.


Shine, Jesus, shine,……………….


As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
so our faces display Your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory:
mirrored here may our lives tell your story -
shine on me, shine on me.


Shine, Jesus, shine,………………

Words and music Graham Kendrick .  Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music 

 

Please remain standing for the Blessing


Bishop:



May the Father from whom every family in earth and heaven 
receives its name strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner 
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.

Response:
Amen.

 

 




Recessional music

The clergy process from the Cathedral

The Department for Children, Youth & Education

thanks all who have contributed towards and attended 

this Service of Celebration

There will be a retiring collection to support

the DCYE’s work In our schools

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,

material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

Music in this service is reproduced under Copyright License No CCL 1174460

