[image: image1.png]ct;\:é?

THE PIGGOTT SCHOOI,




As you will know, we have recently celebrated the School’s 70th anniversary, but September 1940 was not when the School was ‘born’, for there had already been a ‘Piggott School’ in Wargrave for nearly 150 years.  It was started by Robert Piggott, who, in 1796, left over £6000 for the education of 20 poor boys and 20 girls aged 5-14years in Wargrave.  There was no other schooling for these children at the time and they were also provided with food and clothing if they stayed at school for over 3 years.  The School’s buildings were on Wargrave High Street but moved to the site of the current Piggott Junior School in 1862, having combined with a Church School in the village in 1818.
In the 1930s it was decided that a new school just for older pupils should be built.  Building finally started (on land which had been given to the Church for the purpose) in 1939 and the Council agreed to pay 75% of the cost with about £6000 coming from donations.   The final cost of the School was £23,166.   
Builders worked for a shilling (5 pence) an hour; this sounds low but it was more than they would have earned as a farm labourer.  All work was done by hand; there wasn’t even a cement mixer.  Originally designed to take 320 children, as soon as it was opened in 1940 it had to accommodate far more because of the War.  In the end the School opened in mornings for ‘locals’ and in the afternoon for evacuees.
The Church involvement:

The push to open a school on our site came from the Church.  When Robert Piggott left his money for the education of poor boys and girls, there were no schools.  Only the rich could afford tutors or governesses at home, so only the wealthy could read and write.  There was no state education, so people like Piggott and organisations like the Church set up schools all over the country;  they did so as an act of belief.   Jesus had been a teacher and as part of their faith, Christians were also (as they still are) involved in education.  Schools were seen as a means of ensuring young people understood what it was to be a responsible member of society and had the skills to contribute.   

It’s also important to remember what else was going on internationally in 1940. The country was involved in a war; the Holocaust was taking place and millions of people were dying in concentration camps.  Six million Jews and two million others, including the disabled, travellers, coloured people, homosexuals and people with unacceptable political beliefs all died in this war, as well as soldiers and ordinary civilians.
How do these things concern our School today?  Our School’s aim has been to ensure that the young people who leave here have the skills, confidence and character to make a positive mark in society,  whatever they go on to do.  This is what it means, to be a School built on Christian teachings which are underpinned by forgiveness, by the need for a second chance, the need to see goodness in everyone and by creation – in our case, creating a person strong enough to make their mark in the future. 

