Connect your local School with your Parish
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Introduction
At the Governing Body of the Church in Wales in 2002, the Most Revd Rowan Williams said that “The discussion of Faith Schools should be part of our general reflection on how we should be involved in the whole pattern of state education, which can take on a vast range of forms . . .”. This booklet sets out to examine how that involvement of the Church in Education – and not only Church Schools – could begin with Your Parish!

Education, as recent legislation acknowledges, is about educating the ‘whole child’ in a way which promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural as well as the mental and physical development of pupils in school and in society at large. Schools are charged with preparing pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. The Church has an important role to play in the life of our schools if these goals are to be successfully achieved.
Every Parish has children living in it and, with very rare exceptions, they go to schools. It is a vital part of the ministry and mission of a parish to try to develop a link with the school (or schools) in their own area. This challenge needs to be addressed by every Parochial Church Council.
What can we do?
Depending upon the needs of your local school(s) and the resources and talents within your parish, you may wish to consider some of the following ideas:

· Providing the church building as a resource to be used by schools – for educational visits (not only for RE, but also other subjects such as history or art) and also for worship on appropriate occasions
· Inviting schools to participate actively in services in church (choirs, music groups, drama groups, offering prayers)

· Inviting schools to display children’s work in churches

· Acting as a school governor

· Participating in aspects of school life – from helping children read (where required) to working with the PTA at fundraising and special events for the school

· Finding people with appropriate expertise to help, as required by the school, with aspects of the curriculum and extra-curricula activities. (Aim to discover the needs of the school and meet them)

· Providing pastoral help to pupils and staff

· Providing money and other resources, eg prizes, materials, Bibles, help with transport costs etc

· Helping with collective worship and RE

· Offering the opportunity for joint involvement of the church and school in charitable projects 

· Praying regularly for the school(s) in your parish, and including them in your church’s cycle of intercessions

· Encouraging and affirming teachers, eg by inviting them to an Education Sunday service
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Welcoming Schools to Church
The following checklist for Churches preparing for school visits is helpful:

· Plan the visit with representatives from the school beforehand so that the purpose of the visit is clear to both school and church
· Offer resources (such as he ‘Faithquest CD Rom) to schools to help them prepare for the visit

· Ensure that there is someone present to welcome the group and that they have been properly briefed and received child protection clearance
· Ensure that the Church is clean and warm for the visit
· If there are areas the pupils will not be allowed to enter, make sure that these are clearly and appropriately marked

· Let the teachers know the location of the nearest toilets (especially important with younger children!)
· The person welcoming the group should be confident in answering questions about the church, including the history of the saint to whom the church is dedicated
· Cards which label the different items of furniture, together with a sentence about their use, are helpful
· Ensure there enough cards or leaflets if you have them, for each person present

· Emphasise the fact that the church is a lively place of worship, rather than a historical curiosity

· Be positive, polite and friendly, with consideration for the purpose of the visit 
A Code of practice for Visiting Schools
This Code of Practice aims to encourage good relationships between schools and visitors from the Church and to enable both schools and visitors to benefit from such visits. It is also intended to support the measures being taken by schools to secure the safety of the children in their care.

1. Anyone visiting a school on behalf of the Church should have followed the appropriate Church in Wales child protection procedures
2. Visits to schools should be by prior arrangement. However, schools may choose to indicate to individuals where this procedure is not needed

3. Visitors should report their presence to the school reception on arrival and departure and conform to requests made by the school as part of the school’s security policy

4. The visitor will need to negotiate the scope of the visit either before or on arrival at the school

5. Any discussion or work undertaken by pupils will always be carried out in sight of a teacher on the school staff or another responsible adult working for the school

6. Visitors should avoid arriving at or leaving the school during the period commencing ten minutes before and ending ten minutes after the beginning or the end of the school day

7. Visitors should cooperate with the school staff in discharging their responsibility for the safety of the children

8. Should an emergency occur during a visit, any visitor should act in support of the school during the emergency. However, they should not accept responsibility for the supervision of children in the care of the school

9. Visitors should not copy or remove anything from a school without the permission of the Headteacher

10. Visitors should be courteous and respect school staff and property at all times

In response to this code, schools will normally:

a) Seek to ensure that the school staff and reception are aware of planned visits
b) Facilitate the visit as far as possible
Ideas for Education Sunday
The following are some ideas which you may wish to use on Education Sunday:

· look at the resources available on the internet, especially www.educationsunday.org and www.christian-teachers.org.uk/education_sunday
· This is a good Sunday to involve the choir, band or drama group from your local school(s)

· Provide a feature on the school(s) in your parish in the church magazine

· Encourage your church to recognise teaching as a vocation and to value it as a Christian calling

· You may wish to interview a head or teacher member of your congregation, either as part of your service or for the church magazine

· Take the opportunity to challenge any negative views of schools, teaching or education

· Consider using a liturgy of rededication 
· Pray for ALL involved in the life of your local school(s) – include pupils, head, teachers, teaching assistants, support staff, governors and parents.

