National Archives
There are school files dating from early in the 20th century for most schools.  Further information can be found by looking at the files for the Local Education Authority in which the school is based.

To check for your school, go to:

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
records

The catalogue

Search the catalogue

In “Word or phrase” put place name of your school.

In “Department or series code” put ED.

You will then get a list of all the files whose title refers to your place.  Make a note of the number at the left hand side – this is what you use to order.

The most likely series for primary schools are ED2, ED 21, ED49 (if endowed), ED161.

For secondary, series ED109, ED162;  if endowed ED 27, ED35, ED43, 

Local Authority Record Offices

Schools should deposit all documents to do with their history in their local record office;  the items remain the property of the school and can be taken out for use in school.

Log books and admission registers are among the most important documents which should be deposited.  Schools may also deposit managers’ / governors’ meeting minutes, press cuttings, programmes for events, etc.
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