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The National Society did not invent Church schools. As can be seen from the timeline below, there were schools in England from the 600s. But the decisive factor was the meeting in the summer of 1811 at Watson's house at Clapton of the three friends, Watson, Norris and Bowles with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Charles Manners Sutton, in the chair.

The following time line showing important dates in the history of education in the Church of England is extracted from www.educationengland.org.uk/history/timeline
600s Grammar schools and song schools. 

800s Alcuin established school at York. 

871 Alfred became king of Wessex and showed 'concern for education'. 

1066 Norman invasion French replaced English as vernacular medium for teaching Latin. 

1100s Expansion in number and type of schools. 

1200s Oxford first colleges established: University 1249, Balliol 1260, Merton 1264. 

1400s Independent schools founded Winchester 1382, Eton 1440 etc. Many of these ancient foundations are no designated as Church of England schools. 

1500s Reformation and Renaissance Roger Ascham (1515-1568) called for greater care and respect for education. 

1600s Comenius (1592-1670) championed universal education in Didactica magna. 

1600s Oxford and Cambridge scandalous decline in teaching standards. 

1660 Dissenting Academies established to teach law, medicine, commerce, engineering and the arts because Oxford and Cambridge had begun to discriminate against Nonconformists. 

1700s Charity Schools for the poor. 

1775 Industrial Revolution began to create demand for mass education. 
Late 18th century Growth in the Sunday school movement.
1807 Parochial Schools Bill made provision for the education of 'the labouring classes'. 
1808 Revd Dr Andrew Bell, late of Madras, published a manifesto entitled A Sketch of a National Institution for training up the children of the Poor. There is a monument to him in Westminster Abbey
1811 National Society CE organisation which aimed to provide a school in every parish. See above and also History [link to history of NS]
1814 British and Foreign School Society set up by liberal Anglicans, Roman Catholics and Jews as an alternative to the National Society. 

1836 Central Society of Education an alternative to the National Society and the British and Foreign School Society, its aim was to keep religion out of schools altogether. 

1861 Newcastle Report recommended provision of 'sound and cheap' elementary education, led to 1870 Elementary Education Act. . 

1868 Taunton Report recommended a national system of secondary education based on the existing endowed schools led to 1869 Endowed Schools Act 

1870 Elementary Education Act (The Forster Act) introduced compulsory universal education for children aged 5-13 but left enforcement of attendance to school boards.
1888 Local Government Act created county councils and county borough councils which later became the framework for educational administration. 

1888 Cross Commission reviewed the working of the 1870 Act and recommended public funding for the secular curriculum in church schools (implemented in the 1902 Education Act). 

1889 Intermediate Education Act (Wales) established the Welsh secondary education system. 

1891 Education Act elementary education to be provided free: government grant of 10s (50p) per pupil.
1893 School leaving age raised to 11. 

1899 Board of Education Act established the Board of Education. 

1899 School leaving age raised to 12. 

1902 Education Act (The Balfour Act) established a system of secondary education integrating higher grade elementary schools and fee-paying secondary schools. Abolished school boards and established local education authorities (LEAs). 

1906 Education (Provision of Meals) Act allowed LEAs to provide meals for undernourished elementary school children.  

1918 Education Act (The Fisher Act) Wide-ranging act extending education provision. All young workers to be given right of access to day release education. 
1921 Education Act school leaving age raised from 12 to 14. 

1926 Hadow Report The Education of the Adolescent proposed junior and senior schools with transfer at age 11, secondary education for all, and increase in school leaving age to 15. 

1936 Education Act authorised building grants of up to 75 per cent for new denominational 'Special Agreement' senior schools. 

1944 Education Act (The Butler Act) major act which replaced almost all previous education legislation. Replaced the Board of Education with the Ministry of Education. Church schools offered option of being ‘controlled’ or ‘aided’ – the Dual System. All schools required to have a daily act of collective worship and Religious Instruction.
1946 Education Act set out arrangements for the management of voluntary and controlled schools. 

1946 Free milk provided for all pupils. 

1947 School leaving age raised to 15. 

1962 Education Act required LEAs to provide students with grants for living costs and tuition fees. Placed a legal obligation on parents to ensure that children received a suitable education at school or otherwise - failure to comply could result in prosecution. Made LEAs legally responsible for ensuring that pupils attended school. 

1964 DES The Ministry of Education was renamed the Department of Education and Science and the Minister became the Secretary of State. 

1967 Plowden Report Children and their Primary Schools arguably the best known of all education reports, it promoted child-centred education and was much maligned by traditionalists.  

1968 Middle schools the first opened in Bradford and the West Riding of Yorkshire. 

1970 Durham Report The fourth R Church of England report on church schools and religious education. 

1973 School leaving age raised to 16. 

1975 Sex Discrimination Act had effects on school admissions, appointments and curricula. 

1980 Education Act a major act which instituted the assisted places scheme (public money for children to go to private schools), gave parents greater powers on governing bodies and over admissions, and removed the obligation on LEAs to provide school milk and meals. 

1985 Swann Report Education for All The final report of the Committee of Enquiry into the education of children from ethnic minority groups 

1986 GLC and ILEA abolished on 31 March. 

1986 (1) Education Act required LEAs to give governors information on funding. 

1986 (2) Education Act required LEAs to state policies, governors to publish annual reports and hold parents' meetings; laid down rules on admissions, political indoctrination and sex education; abolished corporal punishment; ended Secretary of State's duty to make annual reports. 

1988 Education 'Reform' Act major act establishing the National Curriculum, testing regime, Local Management of Schools (LMS) etc. 

1988 Local Government Act the infamous Section 28 of this Act forbade local authorities from 'promoting teaching in any maintained school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship'. (Section 28 was repealed by New Labour in November 2003). 

1991 School Teachers' Pay and Conditions Act established a review body but gave the Secretary of State the final say. 

1992 Education (Schools) Act established Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education) - privatised schools inspection body. 

1996 Education Act huge act mainly consolidating all previous education acts since 1944. 

1998 School Standards and Framework Act encouraged selection by specialisation, changed the names of types of schools, limited infant class sizes, established Education Action Zones etc. 

1998 General Synod identifies Church schools as standing at the centre of the Church’s mission to the nation

2000 City academies David Blunkett announced the government's intention to create a network of academies - effectively private schools paid for by the state. 

2001 Dearing Report The Way ahead: Church of England schools in the new millennium called for the establishment of the equivalent of 100 new Church secondary schools by 2010 The Way ahead (full text, PDF, 615KB)
2002 City academies the first 3 opened. 

2004 Building schools for the future a massive school rebuilding programme. 

2004 The Children Act based on the 2003 green paper Every Child Matters. 

2006 Education and Inspections Act. Section 48 Denominational Inspections led to introduction of SIAS
2007 Church of England plans to open 100 new academy schools 
2007 Government encourages faith schools to combine 
Faith groups agree tolerance pact in return for state school funding 
In Faith in the System, published jointly by the education department and religious groups, the government promised to remove 'unnecessary barriers' to the creation of more faith schools and said it would encourage the growth of new schools run by a combination of faiths.

2008 Minister warns schools accused of breaking law on admissions 
Schools minister Jim Knight warned schools to comply with the new admissions code after it emerged that nearly 80 schools had been accused of covertly selecting more able students.

2008 Secular group attacks cathedral academies 
Plans for Britain's cathedrals to create academy schools criticised by the National Secular Society
Religious schools 'show bias for rich' 
Research by Institute of Education produced damning new evidence that faith schools siphon off middle-class pupils and fail to take children from the poorest backgrounds.

Schools caught charging parents to secure places 
Ed Balls said voluntary aided and foundation secondary schools in England (mostly faith schools) had been flouting the admissions system by charging parents to secure places.

Religious state schools accused of fuelling social segregation 
Respected academic authorities on schools admissions told MPs that covert selection by religious state schools has fuelled social segregation in education.

Union calls for end to single-faith schools  
The NUT conference proposed the abolition of faith schools

Half of school admissions break the rules 
An inquiry by schools adjudicator Philip Hunter revealed that half of all school authorities in England are breaking the new admissions code by continuing to ask discriminatory questions about parents' marital and employment status. Most of the problems relate to faith schools.

Faith schools urged to end selection on basis of religion 
A report by the Runnymede Trust, a charity which promotes good race relations, argued that faith schools should stop selecting pupils according to their religion and do more to serve the most disadvantaged children. 

School admissions code tightened up 
Revised School Admissions Code under which schools could advise parents of their ethos but would not be allowed to hold interviews or ask parents for financial contributions. 
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